
Children’s Access to Justice 

 

University of Ottawa, May 21-22, 2020 

 

Call for proposals 

Access to justice has been a topic of concern in many countries. It has been over four 

decades since Cappelletti and Garth (1978) distinguished three waves of access to justice, 

and discussions have been ongoing since then in order to determine how to bring justice 

closer to people who need it. Questions related to access to justice are often dealt with from 

the point of view of costs related to judicial procedures, the complexity and the slowness 

of procedures, and the lack of available information. Justice is also of interest to children, 

who find themselves involved in judicial procedures in different ways. Yet, efforts to 

improve people’s access to justice generally ignore children and their particular problems. 

Problems often relate to the lack of adaptation of justice systems and procedures to 

children. For about ten years, efforts have been made at the international level, including 

the Council of Europe’s Guidelines on Child-Friendly Justice (2010), the Report of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on Access to Justice for Children 

(2013), or the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 12 on The 

Right of the Child to be Heard (2009). While there are now multiple sources of 

recommendations on how to adapt justice for children, current efforts by researchers and 

practitioners remain limited and more questions still need to be asked. 

This conference, organized by the Interdisciplinary Research Laboratory on the Rights of 

the Child (IRLRC/LRIDE) and partner organizations, supports efforts in favour of 

children’s access to justice, such as the Call for Action to achieve Sustainable Development 

Goal No. 16 for children. This conference seeks to define children’s access to justice in a 

global way, by addressing current challenges, asking questions that have not yet been asked 

and by bringing new answers to existing problems. We are calling for proposals of papers 

that will be presented orally, and that will contribute to the widening of our understanding 

of access to justice as it concerns children. Proposals can address theoretical or practical 

aspects of access to justice; they can present local or international challenges. The 

following questions are examples of what papers, of different disciplines, may address: 

- Applications of the recommendations on child-inclusive and child-friendly justice 

- Examples of child-friendly justice in different areas of law and different areas of 

children’s lives (such as education, health care, criminal justice, asylum 

applications, etc.) 

- Access to justice beyond judicial procedures (alternative dispute resolution, 

restorative justice, child and youth advocates, etc.) 



- Access to justice for specific groups of children, such as children deprived of 

liberty, migrant children, children with disabilities, children in the child welfare 

system, Indigenous children, etc.  

- Children’s participation in defining justice and access to justice 

Proposals, in English or French, should be approx. 300 words in length. They should be 

sent electronically to coline.moreau@hotmail.com by 17 November 2019. Applicants will 

be contacted mid-January 2020. 

Please note that participants will be responsible for their own travel and expenses. 
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